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Work with your BIM model in natural language: through the MCP

connection, Claude AI can see your QuantBIM project and carry

out concrete actions on it.
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QuantBIM can now work directly with Claude artificial intelligence. This means you can work with your

model in natural language: simply describe what you want, and Claude carries out the work in

QuantBIM.

00
Why does this matter?

What the connection does

QuantBIM remains the source of the project and model. The MCP connection simply provides a secure

bridge so Claude can use QuantBIM's existing tools under your instruction. Sensitive data is not

forwarded: the purpose of the connection is to control the loaded model and QuantBIM operations.

QuantBIM model → MCP connection → Claude Cowork → Concrete BIM actions
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Claude does not just give general advice: it works with the current data in the QuantBIM project you

have loaded.

–

It can help with finding and grouping elements, extracting quantities, cost estimation, colouring and

understanding the model.

–

In the background, an MCP, or Model Context Protocol, connection creates the bridge between

QuantBIM and Claude Desktop.

–

The setup takes only a few minutes, after which you have an AI coworker available whenever you

need it.

–
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01
Download Claude Desktop
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Open claude.ai/download and download the Claude Desktop application.–

Important: QuantBIM runs on Windows only, so install the Windows version of Claude Desktop.–

The QuantBIM–AI integration works through the desktop Claude application. The browser version of

Claude is not enough on its own.

–
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02
Pro subscription and Cowork mode
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To work with QuantBIM, you need Claude's Cowork mode.–

Cowork is part of the Claude Pro plan, and it is the workspace where the AI can work directly with

QuantBIM and files on your computer.

–

This feature is not available in the free plan, where Claude can chat but cannot control an external

application.

–
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03
Install Claude Desktop and QuantBIM

04
Install the connection in Claude Desktop
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Install both applications: Claude Desktop and QuantBIM.–

When QuantBIM starts, it automatically prepares the MCP connection for Claude Desktop, so in the

ideal case there is nothing else to configure.

–

If the connection is not created, open Settings → AI Tools in QuantBIM.–

For Provider, select Claude, then in the Advanced section click Download MCPB.–

In Claude Desktop, open Settings → Extensions.–

Drag the .MCPB  file you received from QuantBIM onto the installation area, or browse for it.

QuantBIM MCP will then appear among the installed extensions.

–
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05
Recommended: Desktop Commander
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It is also worth installing the Desktop Commander extension, an official extension recognised by

Claude.

–

It gives Claude access to your computer's file system and command line: it can read, create and edit

files, search folders, and run commands and scripts.

–

Alongside QuantBIM, this is useful when Claude needs to work with exported spreadsheets, IFC files

or other local documents.

–

To install it, click Browse Extensions in Claude Desktop, search for “Desktop Commander”, and install

it.

–
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06
Start working together
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Open QuantBIM and load a model.–

Then open Claude Desktop, switch to Cowork mode, and type: “QuantBIM MCP: Can you see the

model?”

–

If the connection is working, Claude will respond with information about the loaded model: element

count, types, levels and materials.

–

From that point you can start working together: search, grouping, quantities, costs, colouring and

model interpretation in natural language.

–
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07
Skills – ready-made and custom workflows

READY-MADE SKILLS

SAVE YOUR OWN WORKFLOW
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On the QuantBIM AI Tools → Skills page, you can find ready-made workflows for tasks such as

quantity extraction, categorisation, cost estimation and colouring.

–

When you have completed a custom workflow with Claude, ask it to save it as a skill. Claude stores

the steps and can run them again later when you use the trigger words you define.

–

Skills can be freely exported and imported, so you can share them with others or move them to

another computer.

–
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08
Help and customisation

COMMANDS AND CAPABILITIES OWN DATABASE AND CLASSIFICATION

09
Feedback

C O N T A C T

E - M A I L hello@quantbim.com

W E B quantbim.com
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You can ask Claude for help at any point while you work.–

A good starting question is: “What commands do you know?” – Claude will list what it can do with the

model.

–

You can also ask about your own database and classification: in the catalogue you can build your own

hierarchical code system and tree structure, or attach codes from external standards.

–

Claude replies in your own language and adapts the help to the current state of the model.–

We welcome your feedback: tell us how you would like QuantBIM and its AI-based workflows to

develop further.

–

Let us know which features are missing, what works well, and what would be useful in day-to-day

practice.

–

Your experience directly shapes the next versions of QuantBIM.–

mailto:hello@quantbim.com

